The Formal Syntax Essay (Linguist 313)
You should view an essay as a 12 week project, not a 3 or 4 week one. A suggested time-line is given below. You should aim to skim read 5-10 abstracts, and 2-3 full articles as a minimum. 

Topics : You have been given a choice of Topics. Whichever you choose, the essay should not be just a summary of other people's work, it should involve evaluation or application of prior work. In this case the focus is on demonstrating that you understand how an analysis works for your chosen data. 
Timeline:

Weeks 1-5:  Choosing your Topic, Finding References

Tasks: 

Browse through the Topics we will cover. Look for Topics that you could apply to a language you know well, or a syntactic problem or question that interests you. 

Once you have a rough idea of your preferred topic/ structure/language of interest, search for literature on it. You don't need to discover anything new, you just need to demonstrate understanding of the theory and mastery of the analytic methods. 

Check any key references recommended in class, and generally read around the area (skim through 10-15 abstracts, pick 3-5 articles that are available, recent and look relevant). Compile a list of your readings as you go, with notes from articles that prove useful (and their page refs etc). Photocopy the references of those articles and highlight any that develop or relate to your topic.  Select 6-10 articles towards a bibliography. 
Weeks 5-7: Lit review & Data
Read  3-4 selected articles, book chapters etc Take notes and select quotes recording page numbers as you go.  Think about how you will apply or extend the ideas from the readings to your data in your essay. 

Work alone or with a class-mate to gather, select and gloss relevant examples of the language / structure you will analyse. 


Prepare a 1-2 page outline of your essay, stating the topic, the key data for the essay, any  references you need for each section, and a sketch of your analysis. Practice explaining your analysis  and what you are trying to do, and how the data relate. Check for problems and inconsistencies in the analysis. Seek help on any problems you are stuck on.

Weeks 7-8 Preparing the Draft

Write a fully referenced draft essay (15,00 - 2,000words), incorporating a statement of your topic, discussion of related analyses, theoretical principles etc relevant to your topic  and your proposed analysis. Make the essay as good as you can at this time. When it is written, give it to a class-mate for comment, or write your own separate 1/2-page statement saying what you think the strengths and weaknesses of the draft are, which parts you are unsure of, need to develop or feel you need help with. 
Week 9-10: When you get the essay back from your class-mate, reread it and the classmate's feedback carefully. Rewrite, re-organise, expand or condense the essay as advised, or as you think required. Proof-read and check your referencing carefully. Prepare a final draft. Hand in your essay.  Start of Week 11 at the latest.
