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Course Outline

This course seeks to provide an in-depth understanding of the main issues surrounding the teaching of Pacific languages in New Zealand at early childhood level, primary and secondary level, and tertiary level.  Issues studied will include relationships with the New Zealand curriculum, Pacific language maintenance, and bilingualism in English and Pacific.  The course will emphasise teaching with a “focus on content” rather than “focus on form”, i.e., the “communicative” method of language teaching rather than structural (grammar) methods.  Attention will be drawn to specificities of language teaching as opposed to teaching in general, and to linguistic features of Pacific languages not necessarily shared by other languages.  The course focuses on appreciating the significant factors involved in the Pacific language teaching scenario rather than the development of teaching skills.  However, the small peer teaching component is important in giving students an opportunity to demonstrate their understanding and knowledge of the Pacific language teaching process gained in the course.  The course readings are intended to provide the major strands of Pacific language teaching as well as point a way to current research.
Lecture Schedule

Week One

Sociolinguistic background of Pacific languages in New Zealand. The decline of Pacific languages in the Pacific
Week Two

Acquisition and learning. The Input Hypothesis. “Focus on form” versus “Focus on content”
Week Three

Pacific language teaching. Language teaching through content 

Week Four

Pacific language phonology and orthography
Week Five

Pacific language grammar and vocabulary. Ways of talking


Week Six

New Zealand Curriculum, Learning Languages Area, Cook Islands Māori, Samoan, Tongan language curricula
Week Seven

Language teaching and language maintenance 
Week Eight

Bilingual education and immersion 

Week Nine

Bilingualism and biliteracy
Week Ten

Teaching bilingualism and biliteracy
Week Eleven

Recapitulation, peer teaching



Week Twelve

Peer teaching
Course Credit 

Major Assignment – i) Review five of the class readings, responding critically to the proposed ideas. ii) How are the ideas in the articles related to one another? (We will discuss examples in class) (50 marks, 5000 words)  Due date to be advised. 

Minor Assignment - i) Choose and describe an approach to language teaching. Base your description on the work of writers/theorists you have read. ii) Apply the approach to teaching a Pacific language within a classroom context to peer students. (40 marks, 4000 words) Due date to be advised.
Peer teaching – Use the approach you described in the minor assignment and teach your peers using that approach in a 20 mins lesson. Your teaching will be done in the last two weeks of semester. Write a one-page summary of your peer teaching and hand it in one week before your peer teaching. (10 marks)
PAC 703 Reading List
1. Language and Social change in the Pacific Islands by Donald M. Topping
2. Saviors of Languages: Who will be the real Messiah? Donald M. Topping
3. The role of Second Language Acquisition Theory and Practice in Pacific Language Maintenance in NZ - M. Taumoefolau, Donna Starks, Allan Bell, Karen Davis
4. Pages from The Natural Approach: Language acquisition in the classroom. Stephen D. Krashen & Tracy D. Terrell.
5. Pages from The Input Hypothesis: Issues and implications. Stephen D. Krashen.
6. Instructed Second Language Acquisition: A literature review. Rod Ellis
7. Tongan Ways of Talking. M. Taumoefolau
8. BICS and CALP Empirical and theoretical status of the distinction. Jim Cummins
9. Biliteracy, Empowerment and Transformative Pedagogy. Jim Cummins
10. Cognitive effects of bilingualism: How linguistic experience leads to cognitive change. Ellen Bialystok
11. Revitalising the Maori Language – some lessons from abroad. Joseph Selwyn TeRito  
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