FTVMS 716 Semester 2, 2018
LOVE IN THE CINEMA/LOVING THE CINEMA
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ASSESSMENT /ASSIGNMENTS

This course is assessed on the basis of two written assignments and one oral presentation. There is no exam.
Position Paper (Oral presentation)
Length:

1500 words approx.
Weighting:
15% of final mark

Due:

Presented in class, Thursday (various)

Proposal and Bibliography

Length:

2000 words

Weighting:
25% of final mark

Due:

Midnight, Friday, September 14 (after Mid-semester Break)

Research Essay

Length:

6500 words

Weighting:
60% of final mark

Due:

Midnight, Friday 2 November

Position Paper
The oral presentation will take the form of a ‘position paper’ which will be presented to the class as a short (10-15 minutes) seminar and handed in to the instructor in hard copy. Topics for the position papers will support the weekly seminar topics, and will be assigned in the first class meeting. An effective seminar will draw on the concepts raised by the required readings for that week, and apply them to a film which may or may not be part of the existing viewing schedule. Students will be assessed in terms of the clarity and originality of their ideas, the success with which they apply critical concepts to their chosen film, their ability to engage the audience and their confidence in fielding questions from the floor. 

Note on class participation. It is expected that class members attend carefully to each presentation. For this reason, every student in the class will complete a brief peer assessment document following each presentation, as a way of supplying informal feedback to their classmates. In addition, two students will be assigned the role of respondent for each presentation. Respondents will be required to read the relevant articles in advance, take detailed notes during the presentation and respond to each position paper through constructive and supportive questioning.

Research Essay Proposal

The research essay proposal will consist of an essay topic that you devise (drawing explicitly on the topics and concepts covered in seminars), a project summary and an annotated bibliography. 

• essay topic

A clear statement of the essay’s thesis or the critical question it addresses. (approx. 100 words)

• essay abstract

A summary of the key ideas and ambitions of the research project. This should indicate the relationship between your project and existing studies in the field, as well as outlining the scope and limits of your inquiry. (approx. 500 words)

 • annotated bibliography

A bibliography of approximately 10-15 readings, with four to five of the most important items annotated. ‘Annotation’ in this context does not mean an abstract or summary: rather, it means a brief description of the article or book and an indication of how and why you think it will be useful in your own research. (approx. 300 words per annotation)

Research Essay

The research essay (approx. 6,500 words) will be assessed for its critical engagement with both concepts and the filmtexts, the originality and development of its argument and its overall structure and clarity as a piece of writing. Note that, in many cases, the precise focus of your research may shift away from the thesis statement offered by your research proposal, during the process of researching and writing. This is a natural part of the research process, and you will not be penalized for developing your essay in a new direction. However, if you decide to completely alter your research topic, it will be necessary to discuss the new proposal with the course convenor.

Citation style

As this is a humanities course, the parenthetical or author/date referencing style associated with the social sciences is not considered appropriate. You are to use footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography. After the first reference to a book or article, subsequent references to the same source should use short titles. For assistance in identifying the correct citation protocols for referencing articles, books, edited anthologies, films and websites, please consult the most recent edition of the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Essays 6th edition (General Library, Reference section 808.02 M689m 2003) or The Chicago Manual of Style 15th edition (General Library, Reference section, 808.027 C53 2003). You may also like to use the university referencing web site [www.referencecite@auckland.ac.nz].

DEADLINES AND EXTENSIONS 

Written work for assessment is due on the dates and at the times specified above. 
Hand your work in ELECTRONICALLY through Canvas to turnitin.com.
   

The final research essay is due two weeks after classes finish. The oral presentation will be assessed in class, and on the basis of a written transcript handed to the instructor. Due dates for assessment have the force of examination dates. Extensions for both written work and oral presentations must be applied for at least two days before the due date of the assessment. Requests for extensions must be made in writing and must be supported by appropriate documentation (e.g. medical certificate). A mark will be deducted for every day that work is late. 
Submission of written work

You must submit an electronic copy of your assignments to turnitin.com via Canvas before the assignment deadline expires. Your assignments will be marked online using Grademark.
Feedback:
Feedback and marks/grades can be accessed on Canvas once the marking is completed.

Always keep a copy of your assignments. Hard copy and/or electronic.

PLAGIARISM

All cases of plagiarism will be brought before the Department’s Disciplinary Committee. Plagiarism is intellectual theft and is committed when you fail to indicate clearly your use of other people’s ideas, facts, research, information etc. and the source of these. Anything that is the work of another student, a lecturer, a published author, on the Internet, in the newspaper etc., must be referenced. Plagiarism is regarded as a serious form of cheating and may result in a mark of zero and the assignment being withheld. The most serious cases may result in suspension or expulsion from the University and/or a fine. 
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