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THE STRUCTURE OF CULTURE HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY

Reconstruct the history of human occupation
in all times and places

Archaeological record represents
the history of human occupation

Archaeological record comprises
artifacts and their locations

Archaeological data are not inherently meaningful
(1.e. some intellectual input is required)
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Culture historical explanation

This diagram is a schematic representation of culture historical archaeology beginning with the
discipline’s goals and ending with its desired product. Some of the unquestioned assumptions are
italicized. Boxed elements represent theory functions and bold items are the largely (but not solely)
extant relevant publications of culture historical archaeology. Two routes of intellectual input are
shown, although these are often combined in single explanations.
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