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Key Points
• Gatekeeping 

• Agenda-setting

• Framing

• Othering

• Discursive Constructions

• Discourse Analysis

• Race and News:
 Institutional racism
 Overt/Inferential racism

Māori media
 Cartoons
 Self-representation
 Counter-narratives
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A key framework

News has ideological power because it can ...

• Represent ideas and values which protect and legitimate the existing 
order of domination

• Fail to represent or misrepresent those ideas and values which could 
pose an ideological threat to dominant groups

The ideological power of 
sources

“News represents who 
are the authorised 
knowers and what are 
their authorised 
versions of reality” 
(Schudson, 2003)
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Stuart Hall

“Journalists speak of ‘the news’ 
as if events select themselves.  
Further, they speak as if what is 
the ‘most significant’ news story, 
and which ‘news angles’ are 
most salient, are divinely 
inspired.  Yet of the millions of 
events which occur every day in 
the world, only a tiny proportion 
ever become visible as ‘potential 
news stories’ and of this 
proportion, only a small fraction 
are actually produced as the 
day’s news in the news media.” 

Hall, S. (1973). The determinations of 
news photographs. In S. Cohen & J. 
Young (Eds.), The manufacture of news: 
Social problems, deviance and the mass 
media. (pp. 176-190). Beverly Hills: Sage 
Publications

Framing
• Workers offered to settle the 
industrial dispute for an increase of 
2% in wages, but management 
demanded they only get 1%.

• Management offered to settle the 
industrial dispute with an increase 
of 1% in wages, but workers 
demanded 2%.
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Māori and Media
1) lack of control Māori have 

historically had over media 
representations of themselves 
and their culture

2) representations of Māori have 
been constructed with a Pākehā
audience in mind
 Treaty claims as a threat to “us”
 Māori as “Other”; the construction of 

“us” and “them”

Stereotypes
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• “The intricate, often subtle ways in which white perspectives shape the 
framing of news reports concerning race-related issues can have a profound 
effect on public attitudes to racial discrimination (as well as on those of 
government policy makers), an effect which an otherwise conscientious 
white newsworker might never have intended” (Stuart Allen). 

Media Images of Waitangi 
Day
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Treaty Settlements
• ‘$169 million Tūhoe settlement’

• ‘Treaty claims settled at 2% of their value’
 https://www.radionz.co.nz/news/te-manu-korihi/386579/should-iwi-pay-

capital-gains-on-traditional-assets

The Crown apologises to Tūhoe for past dealings that breached 
the Crown’s obligations under the Treaty of Waitangi. These 
include:

 indiscriminate raupatu, wrongful killings, and years of scorched 
earth warfare

 denying Tūhoe the right of a self governing Urewera Reserve by 
subverting the Urewera District Native Reserve Act 1896

 excluding Tūhoe from the establishment of Te Urewera National 
Park over their homelands

 wrongly treating Lake Waikaremoana as Crown property for many 
years.
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“Undue Privileges From 
Treaty Settlements”

• Focus of media coverage of Treaty settlements is on 
the amount of redress (“taxpayers’ money”) given to 
iwi

• Statements by Chris Finlayson, Minister of Treaty 
Settlements, about what the redress is for are, if 
reported, mentioned in passing or at end of story.

Some estimations of Treaty 
settlements

• Settlements return about 2% of 
the current value of the land and 
other resources taken from iwi. 

• Office of Treaty Settlements:  
‘many commentators estimate that 
the losses to Māori amount to tens 
of billions of dollars.’

• In recognition of this, every Deed 
of Settlement  has a clause in it 
along the lines of:  '(Iwi) has not 
received full compensation and 
that this is a contribution to New 
Zealand's development' 
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UN Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples 2007: 
Article 16

• Indigenous peoples have the right to establish their own 
media in their own languages and to have access to all 
forms of non-indigenous media without discrimination.

• States shall take effective measures to ensure that 
State-owned to ensure that State-owned media duly 
reflect indigenous cultural diversity.  States, without 
prejudice to ensuring full freedom of expression, should 
encourage privately owned media to adequately reflect 
indigenous cultural activity.

Report of the United Nations Special Rapporteur 
on the situation of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms of Indigenous People, Rodolfo 
Stavenhagen, 2005.

“66. …newspaper and television are 
fairly unbalanced in their 
treatment of Maori people and 
issues. A minority of newspapers as 
well as television programmes 
included themes relevant to Maori. 
Often programmes portray Maori as 
unfairly having benefits which are 
denied to others. Some of the most 
prominent media often highlight 
the potential or actual Maori 
control over significant resources as 
a threat to non-Maori.                        
…
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… Another recurrent issue is the portrait of 
Maori as poor managers, either corrupt or 
financially incompetent. In general, the study 
reported that “bad” news about Maori 
predominated over “good” news. In some media 
denigrations and insulting comments about 
Maori were reported. These findings are of 
special concern to the Special Rapporteur and 
highlight a systematic negative description of 
Maori in media coverage, an issue that should 
be addressed through the anti-racism provisions 
of New Zealand’s Human Rights Act.”

Also from this Report
“27.  The Special Rapporteur considers that 
the notion that Maori have received undue 
privileges from Treaty settlements, which 
has been floated in the media and by some 
politicians, lacks any substance 
whatsoever.”
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Demonstrating ‘salience’
• The order of news items in a bulletin, or the stories 

chosen to go on the front page (and the size of their 
headlines)

• The amount of coverage

• The use of photographs to support the report

• The period of prolonged reporting

News and the “Other”
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The news media commonly project a sense of a collective 
national “us” which is opposed to “them”

- Them - Us

War machine Army, Navy and Air Force

Censorship reporting guidelines

Kill eliminate/neutralise

Destroy take out

Hordes lads/troops

Cowardly cautious

Blindly obedient loyal

Ruthless resolute

Fanatical brave

Cause civilian casualties cause collateral damage

Shot out of the sky high rate of attrition

(terms all used in British press reporting of first Gulf War – Stuart Allen)

Othering

• We all divide people into “us” and “them” – our sense of identity

• Makes difference more important, and places value judgements on it.

• “Othering” defines the self, or the group one belongs to, as superior 
and the Other as inferior

• Real life consequences
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• While minorities can “Other” majority groups, they 
don’t (usually) have the power to action  this is in a 
way which inflicts real consequences on the Other

• Racism = prejudice + power

News and the Other

• The result of constant 
othering of particular groups 
in the media is the promotion 
and consolidation of a certain 
‘commonsense’ racism

• Justify and help maintain 
racial inequalities
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Christchurch

https://thespinoff.co.nz/media/02-05-2019/overseas-critics-
dont-get-why-our-terror-trial-reporting-restrictions-matter/
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Stuart Hall:  ‘The West and 
the Rest’

• discourse which lumps all “non-Western” 
countries together as inferior to so-called 
Western countries.

• The notion of the West is also a discursive 
construction – that is, it is constructed 
through language, it is not determined by 
geography. 

 East/West?
 ‘New’ world?
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Michel Foucault:

• Questions the notion of ‘Truth’, ‘facts’ 

• Real effects in practice, because 
people act on what they see as ‘true’.

• It is power, rather than the facts 
about reality, which make things 
‘true’, which produces ‘knowledge’. 

• The question of whether a 
discourse is true or false is less 
important than whether it is 
effective in practice.

EUROCENTRISM

• an approach that takes 
European/Western values, 
judgements, beliefs and 
cultures as normal, natural 
and ideal

• makes European/Western 
values central, and dismisses 
others to the periphery
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"Eurocentrism, like Renaissance perspectives in 
painting, envisions the world from a single 
privileged point. . . Eurocentrism bifurcates 
the world into the "West and the Rest" and 
organizes everyday language into binaristic
heirarchies implicitly flattering to Europe: our 
'nations,' their 'tribes'; our 'religions,' their 
'superstitions'; our 'culture,' their 'folklore'; our 
'art,' their 'artifacts'; our 'demonstrations,' 
their 'riots'; our 'defense,' their 'terrorism.' "

- Shohat, Ella and Robert Stam. "Unthinking Eurocentrism".

Stuart McArthur 
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Orientalism

• “Orientalism can be discussed and 
analysed as the corporate 
institution for dealing with the 
Orient – dealing with it by making 
statements about it, authorising 
views of it, describing it, by teaching 
it, settling it, ruling over it: in short, 
Orientalism is a Western style for 
dominating, restructuring and 
having authority over the Orient.” 

 (Edward Said Orientalism p. 3)
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Discursive Constructions

Guardian, announcing a series of articles on British Muslims 
after September 11:

“How much do we know about them?” 

Discourse Analysis
• Syntax

• Structure

• Genre

• Context

• Social characteristics/practices

• Ideology

• Power
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• Refugee

• Immigrant

• Freedom fighter

• Terrorist

• Riot

• Protest

Stuart Hall 
• Overt racism: media give 

favourable coverage to what are 
explicitly or openly racist 
positions or arguments. 

• Inferential racism: “those 
seemingly naturalized 
representations of situations 
where racist premises or 
propositions are being inscribed 
in the media covered as a set of 
unquestioned assumptions”. 
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Key Questions:
• Who is/is not quoted?

• Who is/is not given credence by title?

• Where are those cited positioned 
within the news report

• Whose ideas are 
supported/questioned?

• Which details are included or 
excluded?
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http://www.radionz.co.nz/news/national/327938/islamophobia-more-likely-in-heavy-media-consumers-study

News and Indigenous peoples

• Unlike other ethnic minority groups, the historical relation of 
indigenous peoples to contemporary nation states gives them a 
distinctive foundation for particular legal and moral claims on the 
state

• Increased public activity by indigenous peoples to ask more 
assertively for both the return of resources taken from them, and 
for the wider acknowledgment of their languages and cultures

• This brings indigenous peoples into direct conflict with the State 
and the dominant culture, within which mainstream media is 
based
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• To different degrees, dominant media represent 
indigenous issues as a threat to the dominant group

• Indigenous peoples, then, are even more likely than 
other ethnic minority groups to be cast as a “them” to 
“us”, and a threat to “the nation”

• Efforts to reclaim their resources - puts them in conflict with the 
State

• Too often, mainstream media has represented such claims as 
“taking something away from “us”. 

• Power of mainstream media in determining the majorities’ 
perceptions of indigenous peoples

• https://thespinoff.co.nz/atea/30-03-2019/media-maori-and-me/
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Wilson and Gutierrez (in 
Allen chapter)

• the coverage of people of colour by white news 
organisations goes through five developmental phases:

- exclusionary phase 

- threatening-issue phase 

- confrontation phase 

- stereotypical coverage phase 

- multiracial coverage phase

In New Zealand ….
The five developmental phases that 
Wilson and Gutierrez have 
discovered in American mass media 
are not chronological.  

Instead, examples of the first four 
of these five developmental phases 
can be regularly observed.

To what extent is this still true in 
2019?
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http://www.maoritelevision.com/news/national/native-affairs-media-
panel

Mainstream Media

• Negative representations

• Misrepresentations

• Simplistic stereotypes

• Absence of Māori realities in 
“mainstream” news

• Romanticisation of Māori

• Historical inaccuracies 
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Cartoons

https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/107316404/racism-and-cartoons-where-do-you-draw-the-line
https://www.stuff.co.nz/life-style/103871652/cunning-deceitful-savages-200-years-of-mori-bad-press
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Indigenous media:

1) to rescue the language, 

2) to increase self-esteem, 

3) to combat negative images, 

4) to work for great cohesiveness and, through this, for 
political influence, 

5) to provide a visible and audible symbol of 
indigenous society, 

6) to provide an outlet for creative production,

7) to provide a source of employment.
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• Tangata Whenua
 http://news.tangatawhenua.com/

• IndyMedia
 http://www.indymedia.org.nz/

http://www.maoritelevision.com/tv/shows/te-kaea
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Refugees and Asylum Seekers 

Patterns from a range of 
studies
• “rather than being presented as people 

who are trying to escape threat, they are, 
in most cases, represented as the threat” 
(Bailey and Harindranath, 2003, 283)

• media reports draw on nationalistic 
discourses along themes of familiarity, 
security and a sense of community of ‘us’ 
and ‘our home’, which exclude asylum 
seekers (Saxton, 2003)
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• News coverage of refugees and asylum 
seekers falls into binary oppositions which 
“contantly simplify complex situations, 
whether in debates about terrorism, which 
invokes the other as evil, or about refugees, 
which reach back to colonial 
representations of non-Western populations 
as duplicitous and dangerous to Western 
values” (Bailey and Harindranath, 2005, p. 
277)

• Language used:  ‘flood’, ‘tidal wave’

• The dominance of particular ways of framing 
asylum seekers means that the term itself has 
become degraded such that it seems to 
automatically suggest illegality
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http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3045468/Up-700-
feared-dead-migrant-boat-sinks-Libya-newspaper.html
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“Every culture has a right 
and a responsibility to 
present its own culture to 
its own people.  That 
responsibility is so 
fundamental it cannot be 
left in the hands of 
outsiders, nor be usurped by 
them.” (Barclay, 1990: 127)

Barry Barclay (Ngāti Apa), filmmaker and  theorist

Ngati, 1987

Further Reading
• MÄORI EXPERIENCES AND RESPONSES TO RACISM IN AOTEAROA 

NEW ZEALAND
 http://www.journal.mai.ac.nz/sites/default/files/MAI%20Journal%20Vol.2_2%20pages%2

063-77%20Moewaka%20Barnes%20et%20al..pdf

• Stereotypical Constructions of the Maori 'Race'in the Media 1
 M Wall - New Zealand Geographer, 1997 - Wiley Online Library

• Media, racism and public health psychology
 R Nairn, F Pega, T McCreanor… - Journal of Health …, 2006 - journals.sagepub.com

• The association of crime stories and Maori in Aotearoa New Zealand 
print media
 T McCreanor, J Rankine, AM Barnes… - Sites: a journal of …, 2014 - sites.otago.ac.nz

• Racist discourse in New Zealand and Australia: Reviewing the last 20 years
 K Tuffin - Social and Personality Psychology Compass, 2008 - Wiley Online Library

• Reading news about Māori: Responses from non-Māori media audiences
 A Gregory, B Borell, T McCreanor… - AlterNative: An …, 2011 - journals.sagepub.com


