


Okay, maybe ‘vandalize’ isn’t exactly the right word. It’s 
possible ‘remix’ would be a more productive way to 
name the assignment. But I wanted to emphasize the 
destructive aspect too! 

The goal here is to thoughtfully break a webpage using a 
number of different tools and skills we’ve previously 
used this course (and a couple new ones too!)

You are going to ‘Vandalize’ a webpage 



Your submission will include:

1. Some representation of your ‘vandalized’ page
2. Some representation of the original page 

(just for comparison!)
3. A thoughtful and eloquent reflection on your work

Submitting your ‘vandalized’ webpage 



Submitting the code and other constituent parts is 
impractical. If still images are a good representation of 
your work, then a PDF incl. images will be an ideal 
submission. If however there’s animation, interactivity, 
etc., you’ll want to submit a different way. We 
recommend using a ‘screen capture’ video (this is easy on 
both PC and Mac). Screen capture videos typically include 
audio, so we are giving you the option of using the video’s 
narration as your reflection (i.e., if your video narration is 
thoughtful, you don’t have to submit text). 

Submitting your ‘vandalized’ webpage 



First you need to select the page you’ll change. A big 
part of the conceptual work of this assignment is 
choosing the website you want to deface / critique / 
parody / vandalize / remix / etc. Think carefully about 
this — why are you choosing to mess with this particular 
page, in these particular ways?

On the technical side, you’ll need to make sure the site 
you’ve chosen is constructed in such a way that you’ll be 
able to get its code and mess with it. The best way to 
tell is to download a few totally different pages and play 
with them to see what works. 

Picking a page



In order to download the pages’ source code and 
constituent parts, you’ll want to open the page in 
Chrome and use: 
• file —> save page as —> web page, complete

Downloading the code



Wherever you tell Chrome to save the page, you’ll see 
two things, a folder and an HTML file with similar 
names:

Downloading the code



The folder will probably contain a TON of little images 
and other files. You might or might not want to mess 
around with those files (we’ll get back to that in a 
minute!)

Downloading the code



The HTML file is where a lot of your work will happen 
for this assignment. You do NOT need to master HTML 
to do this, but you’ll need to dig through it and change 
some things around. 

Downloading the code



Now you can go ahead and open this HTML file in 
Chrome. There are various ways to do this, e.g., open 
Chrome and follow this: 
• file —> open file… —> [locate file on the computer]

Opening the file(s)



Depending on the website, this might not work at all —
the New York Times, for example, glitches out to a white 
screen — or you might get a very good approximation 
with some little details broken, as you can see on the 
next couple pages…

Opening the file(s)



original online

from desktop copy



original online

from desktop copy

Note that a number of small 
details are different when 
we open our HTML file from 
the desktop: the AT logo and 
some icons are missing, 
fonts are changed, etc. 



Now that you have a version of the source saved on 
your machine we can get to the FUN part: change it all 
around! 

Altering the Source



Open the HTML file with the text editor program you 
used to do your JavaScript programming earlier in the 
semester (in most cases this was TextMate or Atom)

Altering the Source



It’ll look like a disaster but don’t worry, we have an easy 
way to navigate through this!!

Altering the Source



Look back in the browser for some text you want to 
change. Please note that right now were are not 
considering text that’s part of an image file, we are 
looking for searchable / highlightable “text-text”

Altering the Source



Let’s try to find and change ‘Bus Train Ferry’

Altering the Source



Back over here in the text editor, just use the ‘find’ 
function (usually Ctrl+F, or ⌘+F on a Mac) to locate the 
relevant text: 

Altering the Source



Hmm… ‘Bus” appears a whole bunch but…

Altering the Source



There’s only one ‘bus train’… Just go straight to line 401…

Altering the Source



There it is!!!

Altering the Source



Now CHANGE that text, SAVE the file, and RELOAD the browser…

Altering the Source



…And BOOOOM you’re WELL on your way to a major act 
of creative vandalism now!!!!

Altering the Source



At this point, you have an infinite amount of possibilities 
for what you can do. Want to mess with the background 
image?  

Getting CREATIVE



Easy enough, it’s just a JPG si4ng in this folder!!! 

Getting CREATIVE



Change the image but leave its name and location alone…



Want to add some animated GIFs, YouTube videos, a 
Twitter feed, a bunch of slides playing in a loop, or a 
SoundCloud jam? Let’s go grab some embed code!

ALL OF THE MEDIA



<iframe width="100%" height="300" 
scrolling="no" frameborder="no" 
allow="autoplay" 
src="https://w.soundcloud.com/player/?
url=https%3A//api.soundcloud.com/trac
ks/18667793&color=%23ff5500&auto_p
lay=false&hide_related=false&show_co
mments=true&show_user=true&show_r
eposts=false&show_teaser=true&visual
=true"></iframe>

So… What’s Embed Code? 

Just paste embed code 
into HTML files and 
voilà, there’s fancy 
media embedded in 
the page! No need to 
worry TOO much about 
implementation details 
now, but there are 
usually ‘attributes’ that 
you can read and even 
change to useful effect 
if you play with them: 



On YouTube, for example:
Hit the Share Button, Choose Embed, Copy the Code!!



For embedding Twitter feeds: 

Go to: https://publish.twitter.com/ and follow the directions

https://publish.twitter.com/


SoundCloud           &         GIPHY         &         Google Slides: 

Many, many sites automatically generate ‘embed’ code for you to use!

also:



…Then just paste that embed code in the HTML!
(You might need to experiment, pas=ng the embed code 

in a few different places to get it to look
the way you want it)

YouTube

Twitter



We’ll go over some techniques in lecture BUT:

The technical aspects here are better learned by tinkering, 
copying and pasting, seeing what you can do with the 
combination of a text editor and some user-friendly tools to plug 
in new content from anywhere you would like!  

As usual, the grade for this assignment has less to do with 
technical virtuosity and more to do with your creativity and the 
way you thoughtfully explain your work 



BONUS Technique: ‘Glitch Art’ Image Editing in a Text Editor

In the experimental and ‘vandalistic’ spirit of this assignment, 

please consider what happens when you treat a JPG file as if it 

were a text file. 

Start by making an extra COPY of an image (this copy of the file 

will be irreparably destroyed in the process).



BONUS Technique: ‘Glitch Art’ Image Editing in a Text Editor

(I’m going to use this Auckland Transport background again.) 



BONUS Technique: ‘Glitch Art’ Image Editing in a Text Editor

Now manually change the file name to have ‘txt’ as the 
extension. This will fool your computer! (Sort of).



BONUS Technique: ‘Glitch Art’ Image Editing in a Text Editor

Now open the 

.txt file with your 

text editor. You’ll 

probably get 

another error / 

warning 

message, just tell 

the computer 

everything is 

going to be fine. 



BONUS Technique: ‘Glitch Art’ Image Editing in a Text Editor

There’ll be some ugly nonsense in there. Try making a tiny 
change somewhere down in the middle of the .txt file, like 
just delete a single line or something. Save it. 



BONUS Technique: ‘Glitch Art’ Image Editing in a Text Editor

Now REVERSE the enBre name change process, going from .txt 
BACK to .JPG. 



BONUS Technique: ‘Glitch Art’ Image Editing in a Text Editor

Sometimes the image 
file gets so corrupted it 
is no longer openable 
but SOMETIMES you 
get amazing, glitchy 
effects like this!!!


