Essay Marking Criteria

Presented in the form of questions a marker might ask themselves when marking an essay.  See these as a guide, a resource and a possible checklist, rather than an exhaustive account of what each essay must contain.

Addressing and Understanding the Question

Has the student:

· recognised the parts of the question, if there are any, and have they answered 
all of them?

· included only material that is relevant to the question, or explained the point of 
any material not obviously relevant?

· showed that they understand the “task” words used, e.g. summarise, discuss, 
compare, evaluate?

Understanding the Material

Has the student:

· explained all the key concepts or important ideas that are used in the essay?

· presented ideas and arguments in their own words, or, if quoting a passage or 
an argument, introduced or commented on the quote in a way that demonstrates 
their own understanding? 

Clarity

Has the student:

· written as simply and directly as the complexity of the material allows?

· clearly distinguished between the material they are presenting and their own 
evaluations of it?

· presented points or ideas one at a time, indicating, where appropriate, the 
relationships between them?

· explicitly identified the purpose of certain sections of text, e.g. as examples, 
objections, possible replies, suggested implications etc?

Structure

Has the student:

· clearly distinguished between introduction, exposition, evaluation and 
conclusion?

· has the student addressed and evaluated each argument or point as it arises?

· is there a pattern of:  position stated, argument for the position presented, 
objection to the argument, possible reply to the objection etc?

· do the parts of the essay follow each other logically?

Critical evaluation
Has the student:

· offered reasons why they support one position rather than another?

· offered reasons/examples/evidence in support of specific claims?
· considered possible objections to their claims and/or arguments?
Originality
Has the student:

· used their own examples?

· raised further relevant questions?

· offered a modification of an argument or idea that was presented to them, or found in readings? (This is good to see, but not required)

· offered a thoughtful re-description of the original issue, an insightful comment,  or suggested a possible different approach etc?  (This is good to see, but not required)

