PHIL 102: Advice for Essay 1 on Hedonism
Topic: Carefully explain the main points of the hedonist account of well-being. In your view, what is the strongest objection to hedonism? Does the hedonist have an adequate reply to that objection?

Please read the Philosophy Department’s Essay Guide.  This is available on Canvas.

Reading:

Look under Reading Lists in Canvas for the readings from Week 2.  You should start with chapter 4 of Mulgan, Understanding Utilitarianism, especially pages 61 to 71.
You should also have a look at some of the extra readings listed on Canvas. In particular, chapter 2 from Crisp’s Mill on Utilitarianism, chapter 2 of Mill, Utilitarianism, and Nozick’s discussion of the experience machine in Anarchy, State, and Utopia are all especially worth reading.
You are also welcome to find your own books or articles to draw from, though this is not required.
Essay structure:

Here is a simple format that you may wish to use in setting out your essay:

In this essay I will argue…  

The main points of the hedonist account of well-being are …

The main objections to hedonism are …

Of these objections to hedonism, the strongest is … [Briefly explain why you think this is the strongest objection.]
The best reply the hedonist can offer to this objection is … [Briefly explain why you think this is the hedonist’s best reply.]
I think the hedonist’s reply succeeds/fails because… (Explain why)

What I have shown is… (Be appropriately modest about what you have shown.  Don’t say you have achieved more than you really have.  Modest conclusions are good!)

