Question 1: What is terrorism?

Terrorism is a contested term with hundreds of definitions from academia, law enforcement
agencies and international organisations, among others. Even non-specialists have an idea of
what terrorism is, though they lack a more precise, concrete, and truly explanatory
description of the word. This lecture identifies the key elements that distinguish a terrorist act
from other forms of political violence and analyse what factors affect how and when the term
IS used.

Discussion questions

1. What elements do you believe are necessary to define an act of political violence as
‘terrorism’?

2. Why do certain acts of violence get labelled as ‘terrorism’ whilst others do not?

3. What factors influence the use of the term ‘terrorism’ or ‘terrorists’?
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