Question 2: What is ‘New Terrorism’?

Many scholars, government analysts and politicians point out that since the mid-1990s
‘terrorism’ has changed into an inherently new form, so-called ‘New Terrorism’. This,
allegedly involves different actors, motivations, aims, tactics and actions, compared to the
‘old’ concept of terrorism used in the mid-twentieth century. This lecture places New
Terrorism within the historical waves of terror experienced in the past, analyses the key
claims of the New Terrorism thesis and queries whether it really is fundamentally different to
the terrorism experiences in the past.

Discussion questions

1. Do you agree with the New Terrorism thesis? Why?
2. What does Rapoport’s Four Waves theory tell us about terrorism?
3. What are the policy implications of the New Terrorism thesis?
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