
Question 3: Who joins terrorist groups?  
 

Security forces, counterterrorism experts and academics have spent a great deal of effort in 

trying to determine what are the conditions that lead to terrorism and who is likely to become 

a terrorist. Findings remain contradictory and contested. This lecture takes a multidisciplinary 

approach and critically analyses some of the often-cited root-causes and risk-factors.  

 

 

Discussion questions  

 

1. Is there a reliable psychological profile for individual that join terrorist groups?  

2. Are poverty and exclusion sufficient to cause terrorism? 

3. How relevant is the role played by family and peers for individual that join terrorist 

groups? Discuss referring to data and examples.  
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