Question 4: Are female terrorists ‘different’ from male terrorists?

Women have long been involved in political violence and terrorism. Yet, discussions on
specific differences in how women and men partake in terrorism have never subsided. To
critically engage with this question, this lecture takes a gender lens and analyses why women
join terrorist organisations and what their roles have been historically and in the
contemporary landscape.

Discussion questions

1. Do women join terrorist organization for different reasons than men?

2. Are there specific tactical and strategical advantages for terrorist groups that recruit
females?

3. How ‘gender’ affects woman role in terrorism worldwide?
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