Question 5 — How are terrorist groups organized?

Processes linked to globalisation and the information revolution have affected the
organisational structure of terrorist groups. In the past, most terrorist groups were organized
along hierarchical lines, while contemporary terrorist groups and movements often operate
through looser, cell-based and network-type organisations. This lecture analyses the main
organisational structure of terrorist organisation, how they relate to each other and what are
the policy implications.

Discussion questions

1. Isthere a predominant organisational structure for contemporary terrorist groups?
2. Which organisational structure presents the highest level of threat?
3. How would you describe Al-Qaeda’s organisational structure?
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