Question 7: The Global Salafi-jihadist movement: What is there to know?

An often repeated refrain by policymakers and commentators is that the global Salafi-Jihadi
movement poses an existential threat to Western, liberal democracies. This perception grew
exponentially after Al-Qaeda’s 9-11 attacks and the spite of cell-based attacks in Europe in
the last few years. Yet, confusion persists on what this ‘movement’ consists of, what it wants,
how it has emerged and whether it really poses an existential threat to Western liberal
democracies. This lecture tackles some of these issues.

Discussion questions

1. Is Salafism a ‘terrorist’ religious ideology?

2. What international events have contributed to the rise of the global Salafi-Jihadist
movement?

3. The global Salafi-Jihadist movement is at war with the West. Discuss
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