
Question 11: Can states be terrorists? 
 

Policymakers broadly contend that terrorism is a form of political violence limited to non-

state actors. Scholars are divided on the matter with some arguing that states can also be 

guilty of terrorism. This lecture analyses the main objections to the use of the term ‘state 

terrorism’ and assess the various methods and strategy through which states may be involved 

in terrorism. 

 

 

Discussion questions  

 

1. States have the monopoly over the legitimate use of coercive force. Discuss 

2. The United State, and other western democracies, are guilty of state terrorism. 

Discuss 

3. The US list of ‘State Sponsors of Terrorism’ is the result of objective analysis of the 

issue. Discuss, providing examples 
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