
Question 12: Does terrorism work? 
 

There is no consensus on whether terrorism works. Many believe that terrorism leads to 

governments making concessions.  Others argue that terrorists rarely win and that terrorist 

acts may even be counterproductive for the perpetrators. This lecture analyses what terrorist 

want and assesses the different layers of what may constitute ‘success’ for terrorist groups.   

 

 

Discussion questions  

 

1. What does success mean in regards to terrorism? Discuss. 

2. Is suicide terrorism more effective than other terrorist methods? Discuss. 

3. If terrorism does not work, while are there so many terrorists and terrorist groups?  
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