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Panicked shoppers
last night descended
on supermarkets
across Auckland,
stocking up for

what one labelled
‘the apocalypse”
after news broke
that New Zealand
hadits first case

of coronavirus.
Mayor Phil Goff had
earlier urged for X
calm after it was
revealed a person in
their 60s, who had
flown from Iran, / r
wasinisolation  /
at Auckland City
Hospital. As the
Government cracks
down on travel,
experts say more
cases are likely.
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Panicked shoppers last
night descended on super-
markets across Auckland,
stocking up for what one la-
belled ‘the apocalypse’ after
news broke that New
Zealand had its first case of
coronavirus. Mayor Phil
Goff had earlier urged for
calm after it was revealed a
person in their 60s, who
had flown from Iran, was in
isolation at Auckland City
Hospital. As the Govern-
ment cracks down on travel,
experts say more cases are

Infectious Diseases »

Health Conditions +

likely.

New Zealanders are being urged to
remain calm after the first case of
coronavirus was confirmed here
— despite public health officials
saying more cases are highly
likely.

After the news broke, panicked
shoppers last night descended on
supermarkets across Auckland to
stock up on essentials. Queues
more than a kilometre long snaked
around stores. Residents reported
canned and fresh food selling out
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as well as hand sanitiser and face
masks.

“People at Pak’nSave stocking up
for the apocalypse,” one shopper
said.

“We have been doing our groceries
on Friday evenings for the past
four years. Never seen anything
this bad.”

A New Zealand resident, aged in
their 60s, is in isolation at Auck-
land City Hospital after arriving on
an Emirates flight from Iran, via

Bali, on Wednesday with a cough
and difficulty breathing.

The person travelled home in a
private car but felt unwell so fam-
ily called Healthline. They were
advised to seek medical attention
and went to the hospital’s emer-
gency department.

“All were wearing masks on ar-
rival,” a Ministry of Health
spokesman said. “As a result of
the individual’s symptoms and
travel history they were admitted
and tested.”
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he first case of coron-
avirus has been con-
firmed in New Zealand,

and authorities are now scram-
bling to track down people who
may have come into contact with
the patient.

Henry Cooke and Andre Chumko

The person — who is in their 60s —
is in a stable and improving condi-
tion in Auckland City Hospital,
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern
said. The person is a citizen of New
Zealand who had been to Iran and
flown back to New Zealand via
Bali.

Ardern said New Zealand’s pan-
demic plan was now being fully
put into place.

‘It has been through good care
and good management that New
Zealand has gone through such a
long period of time without having
a case arriving on our shores,”’
Ardern added.

The Ministry of Health had earlier
confirmed testing was underway
for a suspected coronavirus case.
The results of the tests were for-
mally reported to the ministry

about 4.15pm yesterday.

“I"'m confident that the risk of this
disease is being very wellman-
aged,”” Health Minister David
Clark said last night.

It was revealed the person diag-
nosed with the disease had tested
negative for coronavirus on two
previous occasions but continued
to show symptoms.

“‘Clinical judgment was to con-
tinue and look into greater de-
tail,”’ Clark said.

New Zealand was the 48th country
to have a confirmed case and more
sporadic cases may continue to
arrive in New Zealand, Clark said.
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The first case of coronavirus has
been confirmed in New Zealand,
and authorities are now scram-
bling to track down people who
may have come into contact with
the patient.

The person — who is in their 60s —
is in a stable and improving condi-
tion in Auckland City Hospital,
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern

said. The person is a citizen of New
Zealand who had been to Iran and
flown back to New Zealand via
Bali.

Ardern said New Zealand’s pan-
demic plan was now being fully
put into place.

‘It has been through good care
and good management that New

Zealand has gone through such a
long period of time without having
a case arriving on our shores,”’
Ardern added.

The Ministry of Health had earlier
confirmed testing was underway
for a suspected coronavirus case.
The results of the tests were for-
mally reported to the ministry
about 4.15pm yesterday.

“I'm confident that the risk of this
disease is being very wellman-
aged,’’ Health Minister David
Clark said last night.

It was revealed the person diag-
nosed with the disease had tested
negative for coronavirus on two
previous occasions, but continued
to show symptoms.

“‘Clinical judgment was to con-
tinue and look into greater de-
tail,”’ Clark said.

New Zealand was the 48th country
to have a confirmed case and more
sporadic cases may continue to
arrive in New Zealand, Clark said.
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UCKILAND: The Ministry
A of Health has confirmed

that a case of Covidig is
being treated at Auckland Hospi-
tal and that the person had to be
tested three times before showing

a positive result.

Auckland Mayor Phil Goff said:
‘‘As the gateway to New Zealand, a
case of the coronavirus in Auck-

land was close to inevitable and
health authorities are well pre-
pared to handle it.

‘‘The Ministry of Health advises
that the patient is being treated in
anegativepressure room [air can-
not escape] to prevent the virus
from spreading, and people who
were in immediate contact with
the patient are also in isolation.

“‘The ministry has said the risk of
a community outbreak remains
low, and a pandemic plan is in
place to manage the situation.

‘‘Health authorities are closely
monitoring the situation in line
with World Health Organisation
guidance and I encourage Auck-
landers to remain calm. The min-
istry will advise if any public

health measures become neces-
sary.”’

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern
confirmed the news speaking to
media in Sydney vesterday.

The person is aged in their 60s a...
arrived in New Zealand on Wed-
nesday on Emirates flight EK450
from Teheran, via Bali.



