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Journalism & Gender

COMMS 201: 2020

REPRESENTATION OF WOMEN IN THE MEDIA

WOMEN AND JOURNALISM

Themes and issues

The representation of women in news

Women's entrance into the profession: ‘mainstream news’,
alternative presses and the Women's Pages

Women as war correspondents

The emergence of second-wave feminism: mainstream news,
alternative media and a modified ‘women’s pages’ aka Lifestyle

Post-feminist journalism' as market-led journalism

How have, or have. women contributed to changing agendas
news values and definitions of 'news’'?
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Representation in the news media

u Representation of women in news and
media can influence public perception of
gender

u Does women's role within journalism shift
those representationse

Female poli’ricions in media

RN EEERS LATE CITY FINALI

No WONBERQ u Focusing on women's

’ |
Blll s domestic life — marital status,
nl:nnln ' _ '8 sexuality, children

Hillary explodes
with rage at




Female politicians in media

Jacinda Ardern talks marriage and
motherhood with BBC

NZ Herald, Politics, Tuesday, 22 January 2019, 3:18p.m.

#VictoriallVE .
¥ NEW ZEALAND'S PRIME MINISTER

The PM says she will leave partner Clarke Gayford go through “the pain and
torture" of having to agonise about the question of popping the question
himself. (Photo / BBC)

Jacinda Ardern and Mark Richardson clash over

questions about her baby plans o

Would this have been asked of male candidates or politicians?

(Boris Johnson?)

Female politicians in media

Theresa May has been married to
the same man since 1980 (morally
sound: check), doesn't have any
children (could be a turn-off for
some but it does mean she's less
likely to be distracted on the job).
She cooks a new recipe every
week and goes to church every
Sunday: she knows there's more to
life than Westminster".

(Daily Telegraph)

T 26 years after Thatcher left No10, two women

A [ _ | with VERY different CVs battle to fill her shoes
]

B g
_ Che Dailp Telegraph

New PM Theresa /
<an reunite Tories /|

Are you
beach body
; o~ ¥ E’Al])"ﬁ an
Being a mother gives me
edge on May — Leadsom
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Female politicians in media

Attaching women to powerful men
Gendered language

“She is the political mirrorimage of Saying they get ‘emotional’ ie
Donald Trump,” said Frank Sesno, former unstable

CNN Washington bureau chief. “*He's old,

she's young. He's far right, she's far

left. What they share is a take-no-

prisoners, no-holds-barred approach to

politics, and their rhetoric is the brash,

sometimes profane rhetoric of our social-

media-driven times.”

“Being the media darling is fun while it
lasts and it is power that can be wielded
effectively,” Van Susteren said. “But of
course the media can be like a bad date
— fickle. You can get dropped fast, not
even aride home.”

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez @ @ACC - May 14

If only there were some public fund billicnaires could pay into along with
everyone else that helps fund our infrastructure, hospitals, and public
systems all at once.

It could even be a modest % of what they earn every year. We could have an
agency collect it and everything

@ Teddy Schleifer @ @teddyschleifer - May 14

Scoop — Bill Gates is exploring ways to convince other billionaires to Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez @
donate more for coronavirus. {

Ideas that Gates has considered include launching a new COVID fund for Quite amused by the men in my mentions volunteering
billionaires who signed the Giving Pledge, per sources. to exp\ain my ownjcke to me

o twitter.com/MarcGoldwein/s...

Show this thread This Tweet is unavailable.
12:11 PM - May 14, 2020 - Twitter for iPhone
3.2K Retweets  43.4K Likes

o e’ Q

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez @ @A0C - May 14
Replying to @AOC

*DJ Khaled voice*: Another one twitter.com/charlescwcooke...

This Tweet is unavailable.




Female politicians in media

u Discussing their looks

u Commenting on their
voices —* angry, shrill
etc”

EXCELSIOR i -

Virginia Raggi, la bella y nueva
alcaldesa de Roma

Conmas del de los
Movimiento 5 estrellas encabeza n margen de 2-1

Battle of the Babes

Nicola Kaye vs Jacinda Ardern

by Jonathan Milne / 24 September, 2011

The battle for Auckland Central has been dubbed the Battle of the Babes.
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Weapons of Mass
Distraction: German
Chancellor Angela Merkel
shows off plunging neckline

UPDATED: 18:45 +10:00, 14 April 2008

f| o I .

Angela Merkel shows she's keeping abreast of foreign affairs
on a State visit last night - and teaching our Home Secretary
Jacqui Smith a lesson into the bargain.

Germany's Chancellor revealed her impressive decolletage
while chatting to Norway's prime minister Jens Stoltenberg at
the opening of Olso Opera House.

Scroll down for more




18/05/2020

Consequences of coverage

Sexist rhetoric has consequences

Perceived as less likeable,

empathetic, frustworthy, effective,
qualified.

Favourability ratings drop; people
become less inclined to vote for

them

Once in power, sexist coverage
can undermine women's ability to
govern.

Women Journalists — History

ll § Three threads continuously interwoven

Women journalists within traditional media
Women's alternative media
Gossip columnists and celebrity media

1909 trades fair
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Feminist Press mﬂéﬂiﬂ?ﬂ&ﬁé‘*

o
L A [y FITE AT

PARADE STRUGGLES TO VICTORY 5 iR i i
DESPITE DISGRACEFUL SCENES 'r-r““'"_;"|=:'_‘:'"=-‘

h—uh—{'#b_.t“ﬂﬂ—c—'-u'
fmpal Dempim
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u Some women, often identified as feminist,
have chosen to work outside the
mainstream, unable to access jobs or
distrusting news culture.

u The nineteenth-century feminist or radical
press enabled women to take on
ownership, decision-making and editorial
roles, and to parficipate in the public
sphere on their own terms.

oR (GOD"at HOME ™o
J GEY?RY ?.\\AND'-

R (TR AT I 1 TS

D

Edited by LADY HENRY SOMERSET and EDWIN H. STOUT.”

: arrive af this stage no one can tell ; but if is |local and Parliamentary votes will soon be
VICTORY IN NEW ZEALAND. gratifying to find that there has been no ques- | broken down, and Pa.rlia,ilent must before long
Tue news which reached this country on |tion of married or single women, and that | yield to the- desire of the thinking women: of
Saturday from New Zealand will bring joy and | womanhood is the sole test for the vote. In a |the country, and let them enter within the
encouragement fo every woman who isinew country thers are fewer prejudices and | pale of citizenship.
working to raise the position of hersex. Both |fewer vested interests than we suffer from in | Ve had hoped that an effort might this year
Houses of the New Zealand Parliament have | this old land; and peopla are more inclined | haye been made in this directionu during the
at last pa.ssed a Bl].l to coniar tha Suﬁrage to be gulded by loa.c in t.helr legislation. The | diseussion of the Registration Bills and also

gshown wisdom ond Alaa TT o v, W Y2 A o O D
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Feminist press and suffrage

I BioGRAPHY

BIOGRAPHY [

u Many activists were also journalists, &, A
combining conviction and the need to »
express their convictions.

Dorothy Day.

Susan B. Anthon:
Y RELIGIOUS FIGURE, EDITOR, WOMEN'S

Women also experimented with eI e B el
distinctive ways of working through

cooperative and collective

management styles.

BIOGRAPHY BIOGRAPHY

Victoria Woodhull

PUBLISHER, EDITOR, WOMEN'S RIGHTS.
ACTIST - (1838-1927)

The Women's Pages — Part |

F Things to Interest Our Woman Readers &

“IND BACON ARE ea [ wacaront | FEW SUBGESTIONS ABOUT : :
PAPER BAG CONQUEST l}~ EDUCATION OF CHILDRE Staffed by women journalists

By the 1890s, became staples of
newspapers

Restricted and politically conservative
understanding of women's interests —
domestic, society news, children

Less newsy, a ‘pink ghetto’

Some women felt ghetto-ized others were
happy to participate.

Kay Mills, From the Woman's Page to the
Front Page

T G WO DREEES I
ONE COLR SES HOKEY
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The ‘gossip columnist’ & agony aunt

Nellie Bly (1864 -1922)

(1861 -1951)

Dorothy Dix’s Letter Box

Advice About How to Attain Happiness
Pointers on Problems of Conduct

1872 —1945

necessity of trying to keep up with their husbands
intellectually. A MAN.

Female journalists — The War

Faced constant
discrimination, that they
would need ‘looking
affer’ by the soldiers

Focus on people’s stories,
the soldiers and the
victims of war, rather than
strategy, ‘bombs and
bullets’.

US troops with women journalists
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Martha Gellhourn

"I have too frequently received the impression that women war correspondents
were an irritating nuisance," Gellhorn wrote in a letter to military authorities.

"l wish to point out that none of us would have our jobs unless we knew how to do
them and this curious condescending freatment is as ridiculous as it is undignified."

The Lives Of IFE MILLER

The Lt FE MILLER
Thel 4@, EE MILLER
gl FE MILLERS

By 1942 Miller was accredited as a war correspondent by Lee Miller
Vogue pleased to have a reporter to cover ‘women and war'.

10
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Summary — 1850s-1950s

Women began as journalists in the mid- to late1800s, often accessed
jobs through fathers and husbands

Suffragists created their own alternative presses in the early 1900s

The Women's Pages were added to newspapers due to advertising
and female consumption

Women journalists were need to cover 'women'’s issues’

The women's pages were largely conservative - heteronormative
family structures.

Some women managed to escape the ‘pink ghetto’ into hard news

WW?2 offered women such opportunities on the front but also at home
replacing men

Female Journalists - a foothold

11
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Women journalists on radio

| |

Iy

Two-Headed TV Set Displays Two Different Shows at Once

Two people can enjoy different TV pro-  tubes mounted at right angles (inset), A
grams at the same time with a new set. The  semitr rent mirror superimposes  the
experime Mont Duoscopic is actually  two pictures, but each viewer secs only one
twao re rs in one cabinet, with two chas-  show by watching through polarizing spec-
sis, two sets of controls and two viewing  tacles, Earphones handle the sound.

Lynn Speigel, Make Room for TV

Raymond Williams, On Television

www.alamy.com - EXR40E

12
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Nowv...see what you want to see
with new G-E TV from £99.95

L‘ﬂ%

First female TV news readers, BBC
and NZBC

Nan Winton and Angela D' Audney
(c. 1960)

13



WOMEN'S PAGES — PART 2
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THE GUARDIAN

Monday March 8 1971

'(A;AHLG“OKRD “ polemic” comes from
e Greek for “war” (a Webster is
a lovely thing, Sod wot) and once
upon a tume 11 meant agaressive_con-
woversy, dlspntalmus discussion. Now-
adays a poiemic 15, on the whole, a
Duch mope inward thing | though' in
theory still controversial and disputa-

rousing sermon to the long-converted.
As a commentator said recently about
Bernadette Devlin, now lecturing across
the United States, “She has the true
gift af the polemicist in that she
1mculalc> views that her lsteners
believe they have long 'ht'\d but never
quite knowh how to xpress.”

Poleniics are an intezral part of any
nunority's fight for a plate in the sun.
since one of the wital ingredients of
success is to instl into the munority
psyche a confidence in the rightness
of its cause, not as easy as it sounds
because victims tend to think they
deserve their fate. And oppression

as the oppressors' labour force or as
personal servants.

e first factor, lack of education,
involves an_inability to express emo-
tlon in terms of reason and fact,

partly because the emotion (the sense
of injustice) is too strong to be accept-
ably ‘compressed and partly because

ect

postulates; if you dont, the whole

system crashes (o the ground—what is

a fact to the ovpressor 1s nothing of
Lh! sort to the oppressed.

then, of course, at some stage

in u:e history of any liberation move-

to the of worth
through money, prestige, * high ' social
class, degrees, professional position
and knowledge and by pushing as
many other men as possible down pro-
fessionally, economically, socially, and
educationally.”

Within Miss Solanas's polemic, all
‘men and a goodly number of women are
outsiders, pushed out willy-nilly by her
contempt _for ~their

Valerie Solanas

Elizabeth Manners

an
humanity (she bypasses the *other
pomnt of view” with a vengeance).
0Oddly enough, (hx: month brings
another book, to be published by
Cassell, which is also a polemic, though
this time more subtie and on the side
of the silent majority—aren't the silent
majority gettng very noisy?).
{hia time T'<tli el the faint bruising
as that door slammed in my face for a

ange. Miss Elizabeth Manners is
headmistiress of Felixstowe College for
Girls and her book, "Tha Vulnerable
Generation” is a plea
generation to stand firm ln thtlr 1dells
against  what she regards s
sex-ridden trash-orientated society ot
1o corrupt and txalml teenagers. Thus
far, well and

But the polemmsm the door bang.

ing, starts with the preface and con-
tinues throughout the book—Miss
Manners makes it clear that anyone so

am not & professional wiiter, Sl less
am I3 professional psycholggist, soct
ologist or_ educ do not
claim o b

tﬂn cle\'er by hlll'
non-expert readers and defines anyone

—picture by E. Hamilton-Wes

Words in action

ALL DEMONSTRATIONS are fleshed-  Communicators themsclyes, they conf
out polemics, happenings that have Municaled fhe women's casc-mer
: . . men. at the foot o
more to do with reinforcing solidanity  Soit, MU, BSOS Korloh T man, o
within the ranks than luring spectators  the top.
from pavement or boX—comversioms - Look at vou all" said a girl to
will come ater, as fallout comes. male photographer. *“If that doesn]
And o it was with the Women's Lib tell you_something about cqual jol
demo on Saturday. 1 went unreason- °”"""“‘,,"‘1‘;{‘.;?;r§p""“:f: tiknow W"‘.‘m‘;‘r‘,‘“
ingly fearful that me and my iriend a5 a man can in a howling blizzar
Ivy would be alone stomping down “Id like fo sec ou gong into

. ing  shower room full of naked men aftc]
Regent Strvet, running the sncering shewer room full of naked men afte

ar in Vietham — 1960s-70s

\"Y'?‘\i n\,q,l

tps://vimeo.com/7416122

o o0 BEVERLY DEEPE

chirc vy Phong=vién

o quan Tufin bao Newsweek

dugc 1am phéng sy (I8y fin, chyp &nh, quay phim) cude duyét

binh cung céc 18 choc chinh thic ky niém ngdy Qudc Khanh
28M0-1963 (i véo dinh Gia-long phéi c6 gidy phép riéng).

Y& kv céc Coquan An Ninh danh cho duong sy mol sy d&

dangtde lom phan sv.

Saigon, ngdy-#RthéngLO..nam 1963

K. T. TONG
GIAM $EC NHA T.T.8.C.

AN

L,\\yén-van-Hum

14
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Women war correspondents

Women war correspondents such as BBC reporter
Kate Adie were achieving prominence and
notoriety.

Critics accused Adie of being sympathetic after
Gadddafi's adopted daughter was killed by US
bombs in Libya.

She was plagued with insults about her hair and
jewellery.

Like women politicians, their lives are scrutinised
and criticised: for their single status, for risking their
lives as mothers (Yvonne Ridley)

Again issues on the nature of coverage - the
same or a greater focus on personal stories and
women's issues in war.

en’'s Liberation Movement

Second wave of feminism (suffragists — first wave)

Profound influence internationally, massive
potential

Gender as socially constructed

Slogan ‘personal is political’, used consciousness-
raising as political strategy

Emphasised structural discrimination and posited
structural as opposed to individual tfransformation

Women working both ‘within the system’ as
journalists or without, writing own publications

15
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Women's media — 1970-80s

The 1980s was the era of popular feminist
magazines, varying degrees of radicalism

Independently produced magazines that
contributed to the redefinition of
women's news and politics

Eschewed the 'women's pages'

Treated the public as citizens rather than
consumers - 'the personal as political'.

HERESIES 18

Often experimented with non-
hierarchical, collective work styles

Although said to be dominated by white
middle class heterosexual women, there
is plenty of evidence of diversity. ’fg

B &S ;
A Feminist Publication on Art and Politics _*5.00

Sheilas: 28 Years On

Marcia Russell - first women news reporter at The New Zealand Herald, founded TV3, editor of
Thursday, ‘thinking woman's' weekly. https://www.nzonscreen.com/fitle/sheilas-28-years-on-2004

16
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Television
anchors

Broadcast. RN COIeRl
Q’Af“’

/m}’(v Archives

P OS 'I'_fe m i n iS'I' n eWS Kellyanne Conway: Women’s Marctr Particip,ants

“Just Have a Problem With Women in Power

by Alex Griswold | 9:59 am, February 23rd, 2017

Post-feminism: highly contested term.
Claims to advance women's issues but
through feminine individualism

Undoing feminism while appearing to
engage with it.

Under facade of ‘choice’, freedom and
feminine autonomy, represents a de- 1
politicisation of women's issues. Y booman] bust bogb:

agony of

surgery - only to realise

Converges neatly with market-led Vouvemade’ erible
journalism - celebrificaton, confessional

'WHAT DOES THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY ST
news e lﬁﬂvs O PO WOMER VOTERSr < ¥I

- VANN WAS ARRESTED IN CONNECTION WITH A MURDER LAST WK

Close to PR and entertainment

MWailOnine
[f5. [wo |

17
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Hello Boys

Post-Feminism and
Beyond Angela Mcrobbie

From the late 1990s, | kept being
drawn to media images which
were intended to provoke some
imagined group of (always
humourless) feminists. These images
appeared to reverse the clock,
turning it back to some earlier pre-
feminist moment, in a rather
tongue-in-cheek kind of way.

The prevailing use of irony suggested a caricature of a kind of extreme,
and usually man-hating feminism, while at the same time acknowledging
that a more acceptable form of feminism had by now entered into the
realms of commmon sense . The famous ‘Hello Boys’ Wonderbra billboard
advertisement was the most obvious example. The rhetoric of this image
proposed the deviant pleasure of being ‘politically incorrect’

with force and energy.

Is writing gendered?

A mixed scene - more stories address
women's issues

Women journalists are more likely to women
draw on female & ‘ordinary people’ e

badges and social "

sources justice- video

They focus more on social problem:s,

sex crimes and protests, & on women's ZRE & .
issues - reproductive rights, education, m
divorce

things girls can't do’

Women triggered a shift to human
interest news and on personalising
issues

18
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Women's status in journalism today

Women have gradually gained critical mass in certain segments of the
profession in the last two decades.

More accommodating working arrangements have been infroduced that
benefit women, including flexible hours and job shares.

BUT The 'glass ceiling' has yet to be shattered; men continue to dominate
senior management posifions.

Women leave the profession early - deterred by barriers to advancement,
lack of childcare facilities, long hours, or masculine values within newsroom

Sexism in the newsroom (#mefoo),and in media representation, persists.

The articulation of gender within journalism remains complex, with notions
of feminism, ‘post-feminism’ threaded through and the maintenance of the
‘women’s pages’ through Lifestyle, Focus, Viva sections of media outlefts.

“An inexplicable gap: Journalism and gender in
New Zealand” (Barnes, 2015)

*  “The statistical analysis of the 2013 data indicates that males are more likely to be
employed as print journalists, to earn more and achieve senior positions.”

Female journalists paid 26 per cent less -
survey

0000

19
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“Women newspaper editors in NZ” (Strong, 2018)

* One-third of the country’s daily newspapers have never had a female editor.

* The low ratio of woman editors is incongruous with the fact the majority of journalism
students are female

* The good news is that currently there are more women in editorships than ever before,

but this still represents only 29 percent of daily editors

hy do | have to put up with this shit?” Women journalists in NZ share
their stories of online abuse

Table 25 / Newspaper Editors

2010

Metropolitan Dailies Female Female
Mew Zealand Herald

‘Waikato Times

Dorminicn Posl

The Press (Christchurch)
_Otago Daily Times
Provincial Dailies Female Female Female

Morthern Advocate 1

Bay of Plenty Times

Taranaki Daily News

The Daily Post

Gisborne Herald

Hawke's Bay Today

Manawatu Standard

‘Wairarapa Times Age

Wanganui Chronicle

Horowhenua-Kapiti Daily Chronicle

Ashburton Guardian

The Greymouth Star

The Marlborough Express

The Nelson Mail

Senpeti Ml ! Human Rights Commission
The Southland Times

The Timaru Herald Report, 2012

Hokitika Guardian

The Westport News

Sunday Papers Female
Sunday Star-Times

Sunday News

Herald on Sunday

Total

% Female Newspaper Editors

20
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“Women still under-represented
in media coverage”

The Global Media Monitoring Project is a five-yearly research report on gender in the news media.

Its just-published 2015 report shows that across the traditional platforms of newspaper, television and
radio, women represented just 18 per cent of news subjects in the New Zealand media in 2015- down
from 23 per cent in 2010 and 26 per cent in 2005.

Only seven per cent of New Zealand news stories had women as a central focus of a story, compared to
10 per cent globally.

Women'’s presence online (internet news and Twitter combined) was slightly higher than in traditional
media with 23 per cent coverage — but still a percentage point less than the global average.

(Strong, 2015)

Hosking vs. Komo at TVNLZ:

Reflexive reporting

21



18/05/2020

Lisa Owens on Tony Veitch

Reflexive reporting

Post-feminism and news

Jada Pinkett Smith: 3
Fitter Than Ever \ 4

. Do nate ner because sne B o Ve e
ficeems 1o have it al ogetner >

BECAYSE SHE'S

SUCCESSFUL

Snery! Sandberg,

e v

u Celebrates popular culture af the expense of hard-hitting
investigative journalism on gendered issues

Women world-wide face discrimination - underpaid,
overworked, subject to violence and harassment, reproductive
rights af risk.

New feminisms: young people’s challenge to post-feminism as
the contradictions still remain
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