WHAT IS MEDICAL
ANTHROPOLOGY?







Introductions

 Dr Heather Battles
e A.P. Susanna Trnka
 Prof. Judith Littleton ologist in

e Dr Jesse Grayman



What Is Medical Anthropology?

theories, methods,
and research-based knowledge




What’s makes medical anthropology distinct?







Central concept #1: CULTURE

What is culture?




Central conce pt #2: Biocultural approach




Different approaches




The Azande

(from Strangers Abroad s- 2 miss)



http://search.alexanderstreet.com.ezproxy.auckland.ac.nz/view/work/1869279

From the Azande




EXPLORING
MEDICAL
ANTHROPOLOGY

FOURTH EDITION

Required readings

e Textbook:

DONALD JORALEMON R

e Ethnography: Tgehiguﬁz r[-]t hm




Why do we expect you to read an
ethnography?
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Child Health
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Disciplinary Knowledge and Practice

Bring an appropriate range of theoretical and analytical
perspectives to bear on topics in medical anthropology

Understand how different approaches may be * Disciplinary Knowledge and Practice
satisfactorily combined to address particular topics

|ldentify appropriate resources, research and write Critical Thinking

analytically within this area of anthropological work

Communication and Engagement
Social and Environmental
Responsibilities

ldentify contemporary issues associated with health and
think about these from a medical anthropology
perspective




What do we want you to learn?




Assessment

200 words 10%
2,000 words 350

2 hour






Assignment 1: Health episode (compulsory)
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Submitting work late




Final exam







course overview

1 What is medical anthropology? Heather

2 Cross-cultural perspectives on the body, health and healing in the context of Susanna
globalized health and medicine

3 What does “biocultural” mean? The intertwining of biology and culture in health  Heather
The changing biomedical clinic: History, technologies and power Susanna
lliness narratives and meaning-making Susanna

6 &7 Embodiment, biological process and bodily practice Heather
Political economy and health Heather
Structural violence, state policies, and embodied consequences Heather

10 TB - from prehistory into the future Judith

11 Health and development Jesse

12 Being a medical anthropologist and in our own backyard Heather









Coronavirus (COVID-19)

Briefing slides

February 2020

573 THE UNIVERSITY OF

. AUCKLAND
Te Whare Wananga o Tamaki Makaurau

NEW ZEALAND




What is
Coronavirus
(COVID-19)”?

The Vice-Chancellor discusses coronavirus with
infectious disease expert Dr Stephen Ritchie



What are

g?]eo'glpaas All University of Auckland activities are

campuses? operating as normal.

Current medical advice iIs that there Is no
INncreased risk of contracting coronavirus by
being on campus.

We are following the advice of NZ health
authorities to reduce exposure and support
those In self-isolation.

To stay informed visit: auckland.ac.nz/coronavirus



What can | Just like In flu season, remember to

do to stay ] i i )
safe? maintain healthy hygiene practices:

1. Frequent hand washing with soap

2. Covering sneezes and coughs with a
tissue

If you're feeling unwell
call your doctor or
a health professional.

3. Stay away from others if you’re sick

4. Avoid contact with people who have
cold and flu-like symptoms

Try to isolate yourself from
others in the meantime.

Call HEALTHLINE on
0800 358 5453
for advice.

(ref. https://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/documents/pages/protect yourself against coronavirus poster v5.pdf)



https://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/documents/pages/protect_yourself_against_coronavirus_poster_v5.pdf

How can we
look after

each other? Act with manaakitanga

Show respect, care and
support for others. Act with
kindness and hospitality.

Be respectful

Remember that if someone
wants to wear a face mask, it

does not mean they are unwell.

They have every right to wear
one and do what makes them
feel comfortable.

Foster whanaungatanga

Commit to making our
University community a place
In which all feel they belong.

Be kind

As we all work together
to minimise the spread of the
virus, remember to be kind
and supportive to each other.



What if |

witness bad Any forms of bullying, harassment, discrimination or
behaviour? xenophobic behaviour are completely against the
University’s principles of equity, care, compassion and
hospitality to all, and have no place on our campuses.

If you do withess such behaviour:
Stay calm and act. Don’t stay silent.

Call out the behaviour and tell the person to stop. Remind
them that such behaviour is not appropriate.

Correct any misinformation or inaccuracies in what people
are saying.
Show support, and if appropriate, refer the person

subjected to the bad behaviour to the Student Health &
Counselling Service.
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