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• Make an awesome TWITTERBOT.
• Use a service called Cheap Bots, Done Quick! to 

handle most of the technical stuff so you can focus 
on the creative work of what your bot says and does. 

• Write a single, eloquent paragraph about your bot 
and the process of making it. 

• If your bot’s Tweets and CBDQ code are made public, 
you can just submit a PDF incl. the paragraph + links 
to bot & code. If you prefer to keep Tweets or code 
private, that’s ! cool, just submit screenshots and 
anything else to help us understand your project!

On some level, this assignment is pretty straightforward: 



Whether your bot is public or private, please don’t make 
it “nasty” unless there’s a TRULY compelling reason to do 
so. (It is honestly hard to even think of a compelling 
reason — probably best not to try). 

Better still, consider whether your bot can somehow 
make a positive impact on society. Here’s a solid primer 
on CBDQ that also addresses these questions: 

• https://programminghistorian.org/en/lessons/intro-to-twitterbots

We hope some of these bots will be public so we can 
enjoy watching them in the world and you can freely 
share them around, but that has ZERO impact on your 
grade !

https://programminghistorian.org/en/lessons/intro-to-twitterbots


If you do make your bot public, it’s worth considering 
whether or not you want your name associated to it. (We 
can also ask: If so, why? If not, why not?)

SIDE NOTE: Here’s an interesting thread about ethical
issues raised by courses that, unlike Comms 301, require
that student writing be published: 
• https://twitter.com/ProfSnarky/status/1029549182137393152

The nature of this assignment requires we use Twitter as 
a platform, but again, it’s your choice how much of this 
work is public, and how clear you make the attribution. 

https://twitter.com/ProfSnarky/status/1029549182137393152


Ok let’s make a BOT.

First you need an email address. Any 
individual email address can only be 
used ONCE on Twitter, so you might 
want to consider creating an extra
account just for this purpose. In this 
example, I’ve used Yahoo for that. 

NOTE: You will presumably choose a 
Twitter handle that names or reflects 
in some way what your bot is or does! 
This is part of the overall presentation 
of your project. 



The Twitter signup process is 
pretty standard. 



You’ll want to choose an avatar, 
write a little bio, and customize 
the profile in other ways. These 
decisions are critical elements 
of the creative presentation of 
this assignment!

But you can do that work at any 
time, and it might be best to 
wait and do that later, after 
you’ve coded some more 
personality into your bot!

Now jump over to:

• https://cheapbotsdonequick.com

https://cheapbotsdonequick.com/


This BUTTON
will log you 
into CBDQ
using your 
Twitter 
account. 



This one gives 
permission for 
CBDQ to Tweet 
for you... 



.… and finally you’re IN!!!!



Instructions on writing the bot are right there on the page!

You can also look at this guide, mentioned earlier: 
• https://programminghistorian.org/en/lessons/intro-to-twitterbots

Here are some links to Tracery code we already discussed in class 
if you want additional models to consider — and tinker with! You 
can alter a copy of the code right there on the page and see what 
changes:
• https://cheapbotsdonequick.com/source/comms301bot
• https://cheapbotsdonequick.com/source/infinite_scream

https://programminghistorian.org/en/lessons/intro-to-twitterbots
https://cheapbotsdonequick.com/source/comms301bot
https://cheapbotsdonequick.com/source/infinite_scream


You’ll want to test what your Tweets sound like using this button: !
and the little display (Guess what the ‘Tweet’ button does!)

…and you’ll need to decide how 
often the bot should Tweet: 



Once you have a bot running, 
you can make additional 
decisions about whether you 
want to (A) make your bot 
reply when other accounts 
tweet @ it and (B) share your 
Tracery code with the public. 

These are both optional, and 
again, sharing your code with 
the public will NOT affect 
your grade in any way. 



The code for replies is VERY similar but can detect the presence of 
certain words in other accounts’ Tweets and respond accordingly!  

Here the code looks for the 
word (or substring) “kumara”, 
finds it in the tweet directed 
@ the bot, and sends an 
appropriate response: 



Have FUN with this one!!!


